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The f i r s t person s i n g u l a r might be be t t e r f o r t h i s s t o r y and me. :. 
Perhaps you can decide the thi n g f o r me at Ghristimstime. 
'̂ rammy worr i e s a l l the time about you. The r e s t of us about half 
the time. Go, vrrlte as f r e e l y as you can. October 16, ̂ J950 
Love, ^ - i ^ - . 
Dear Johns - .. a . 
I t i s a pei-fsct day on our patch of green as f a r 
as I can sees f l a w l e s s sky, singT.ng b i r d s , and swinging f e e t 
(on grandpa). And I hope to be noble, f u l l of good deeds, 
and kind words, f o l l o w i n g a r a t h e r storary Sunday, i t i s es-
s e n t i a l t h a t I do something to redeem myself. 
On Sundays, the procedure now i s f o r Jaddy to walk 
to Sundaj'' School and f o r me to follow? with Crrampy i n the Buick, 
about an hour l a t e r . Yesterday, hov/e-wr, the clock ¥/as a b i t ( 
slow, grandpa's beard a t r i f l e tougher, and ay f e e t somewhat 
d i r t i e r than u s u a l . N a t u r a l l y , a s p i r i t u a l c r i s i s r e s u l t e d . , 
The sermon was on the business of being a w i t n e s s , a bearer 
of good news, and -le^'erend Snyder r e a l l y got hot. './e, having 
been l a t e , virere w e l l out i n f r o n t and onjoying ourselves 
immensely. Near the middle of the dis c o u r s e , the reverend 
s a i d ( i n a heartbroken v o i c e ) that c e r t a i n members of h i s 
committee of " e v a n g e l i s t s " were so remiss i n t h e i r duty t h a t 
they had f a i l e d to i n v i t e t h e i r new neighbors to attend church. 
" I f you won't go to see new people i n the neighborhood, won't -
you a t l e a s t be kind enough to t o l l your pastoi" they are t h e r e . " 
Sometime l a s t evening i t occurred to us th a t we w'ere the ones 
he was s c o l d i n g . - -
I n my present st&^te of repentance, I'm s o r r y , too, f o r 
saying such a mean thi n g about A l i c e B u l l o c k . I t i s a cute 
poera and i t was nice of the Bullock to take three cents out of • 
her uncle's pants to w r i t e to t e l l you. . 
Aside from the job (and i t i s a job) of l e a r n i n g to c 
l i v e w i t h four old people w i t h no y o u t h f u l r e l i e f whatever, I ) 
have been trj-'ing to get back to Ponce de ""eon. This i s almost 
impossible since none of us have any r e a l f a i t h i n ny t a l e n t , 
the undertaking i s tough i n i t s e l f , and vrr housemates, now 
tha t you are gone, seem to t h i n k I ought to pay them a good 
deal of a t t e n t i o n . But I've gotten p r e t t y d e f i n i t e v/ith them 
and s t a r t e d the st o r y w i t h "dear Juan" at the age of seven. 
I'm t r y i n g the omnicisnt point of view v-hich i s not n a t u r a l 
to me. 
